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We are aware that this NPRM has been developed as a result of work undertaken over several years.
We are concerned at the validity of data which has supported the development of this NPRM.
As we understand it, the last 12 months of Rotary Wing Accident statistics provided by CAA show that
there was one ELT activation out of 17 accidents. However, data provided by the Rescue Coordination
Centre showed that there had been ELT activations in 8 of the 17 instances. Such a discrepancy was
evident in the data examined in the 2014 review.
TAIC and CAA research has not, to our knowledge, focused on where and how the ELT was installed, or
the type of ELT or antenna used.
We understand from one of our members, Aviation Safety Supplies, that a large number of ARTEX
ME406ELTs have been incorrectly installed on helicopters. Based on that company’s knowledge, 75% of
the ARTEX ELTs (over 300 helicopters) could be incorrectly installed.
Advice to us suggests that ELTs will not activate in a slow roll over.
The change in AC43 has allowed ELT installations more flexibility to encourage installations to be more
crash worthy.
Correct installation is essential for ELTs to operate but this is not addressed in the NPRM.
Manufacturers recommend self-testing of units at specific intervals but this is not reflected in CAA
documentation (91.605 (4) (ii), nor is it clear exactly what testing CAA requires for the 406MHz ELT test.
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In our view, CAA should engage with industry experts who have in-depth knowledge of commercial ELT
systems and correct installation and works through with them what can be done to improve aviation safety
in this whole area.
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