
                                                                

 

 

Official Newsletter of the NZ Agricultural Aviation Association – July 2016 

 

So, we’ve just had one of the mildest Junes on record and it provided numerous 

opportunities to get our work done. In this edition you can read about: 

• Conference 16 

• Your comments please 

• Part 61, AC 61-15 and Ag Competency Checks 

• NZ Ag Pilots – a Bouquet 

• Toolbox 

• Last Word 

 

Conference 

 

Well conference is done and dusted for another year and feedback has been excellent. For 

the last 4 or 5 years now we have asked members to complete a conference evaluation and 

used the comments there to drive better and better conferences. This year’s conference 

was an opportunity to keep operators and pilots up to date and provide them with the 

resilience necessary to manage a range of issues including: 

• Flight Safety 

• Business practices 

• Health and Safety 

• SMS 

• The economy 

• Fatigue management 

Conference provides the opportunity to network with other operators and pilots who 

typically work in isolation. It is also a time for fun! Some of the feedback was: 

• More of the same please 

• Conferences are getting better and better 

• Best conference yet 

One delegate who hadn’t attended conference before said that he didn’t come because he 

wouldn’t know anyone and he didn’t think there would be any value in it for him. He’s 

completely turned around now and is enthusiastic about next year’s one already and has 

promised to bring all his pilots along too. This reinforces what we all know and that is that 

people don’t know what they don’t know. 

We know that conference timing was bad this year but that was the only time we could 

secure a venue. It was disappointing that people booked for courses prior to conference and 

then didn’t show up. In one case ten people had booked for a course but only two attended. 



                                                                

 

The presenter flew from Auckland to deliver to ten and was well and truly out of pocket. I 

think we can do better than that. 

Your comments please 

NZAAA Exec wants to make next year’s conference even better than this year’s – if that’s 

possible and to do that we want to hear from you. PLEASE can you complete the short 

survey that this link will take you to. 

Part 61, AC 61-15 and Ag Competency Checks 

 

Last month we told you that NZAAA was meeting with CAA with the intention of reaching 

and agreeing to a satisfactory means of compliance to Part 61 requirements on your behalf. 

We are happy to report that the meeting was successful in getting some solid criteria agreed 

for the future. CAA presented this at conference and it was well received. In particular the 

concerns around completing Ag competency checks in single seat and single control aircraft 

have been satisfactorily resolved. There was no blood on the floor - just industry and CAA 

working together to achieve good outcomes for each other. Because we in industry, as well 

as CAA, both want the same safety outcomes.  

 

NZ AG Pilots -  A Bouquet 

 

The following came from John Maber and is well worth sharing here. Some years ago while 

listening to the National programme on radio (!) the matter of rodent control on some 

islands offshore from Sth America was being discussed.  The rats etc were giving the 

penguins a hard time and something had to be done so an aerial baiting programme was 

underway amid the usual protests and objections.  The person being interviewed was a high 

ranking Govt official in the scheme of things and was responding to some fairly aggressive 

questioning when she said that of course there were risks but they used only pilots and 

crew from NZ because they were the best in the world, had the best systems, and were 

confident that the baiting programme would achieve the outcomes sought.  

 

I cant recall the name of the person who made the comments about NZ operators being the 

best in the world for pest eradication but I do recall that they had no connection with the NZ 

Ag Aviation industry and had no axe to grind, which I guess is why it has stuck in my mind. 

 

As we speak both Tony Michelle and Darren McCully have just completed another poison 

drop in the Antipodes.  

 

Toolbox 

 

CAA is running SMS workshops covering the essential elements of a successful SMS, SMS 

implementation and transition provisions, SMS certification, Safety risk management and 

Safety performance, monitoring and measurement. The workshops are at:7  

Rotorua 23 to 24 August FULL 



                                                                

 

Hamilton 25 to 26 August FULL 

Queenstown 6 to 7 September 

Invercargill 8 to 9 September 

Nelson 20 to 21 September 

Christchurch 22 to 23 September 

Taupo 8-9 November FULL 

Palmerston North 10 to 11 November 

Wellington 23 to 24 November 

 

NZAAA endorses these training courses that provide excellent value. For more information 

go to https://www.caa.govt.nz/SMS/sms_workshops_Aug-Nov_2016.html 

 

Last Word 

 

We don’t know what we don’t know. 

 

As always, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decent profits & a top 

safety culture will ensure 

we’re here for the long 

haul 


